
For Immediate Release:

Nature Nova Scota Launches Hemlock Conservaton Legacy Fund to Protect Hemlocks and 
Fish Habitat

Nature Nova Scota is proud to announce the launch of two important events that will ofcially 
kick of conservaton actons under the ‘Hemlock Conservaton Legacy Fund’. This fund focuses 
on protectng eastern hemlocks that grow along waterways. Hemlocks in these areas are under 
threat due to infestatons of the invasive insect Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA). These trees are
essental for shading and cooling waterways that support cold-water fsh species like salmon 
and trout.

The Hemlock Conservaton Legacy Fund was created to receive charitable donatons to support 
the treatment of high-value riparian hemlocks on private lands where hemlock trees are 
essental for fsh conservaton and broader aquatc health. Injectng small, targeted amounts of 
pestcide will protect trees that would otherwise rapidly succumb to HWA. Without protecton, 
riparian hemlock forests critcal for fsh habitat, and water quality will rapidly deteriorate. 

Event Details:

Event 1: Conserve Hemlocks and Fish Habitat at Gehue’s Brook

 Date: Saturday, October 19th, 2024

 Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

 Locaton: Gehue’s Brook (east of 7466 Hwy 201 (across from Mount Hanley intersection), 
South Williamston, NS)

 Details: Volunteers will inject hemlocks infested with HWA along a charming babbling 
brook important to local fsh species, led by Nature Nova Scota’s VP, Donna Crossland, 
and Simon Ryder-Burbidge. These increasingly rare hemlock forests need urgent care.

Event 2: Conserve Hemlocks and Fish Habitat at Fales River

 Date: Saturday, October 26th, 2024

 Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

 Locaton: Fales River Trail Park, 898 Fales River Dr, Greenwood, NS

 Details: Requestng your help to protect infested hemlocks along the Fales River, a 
crucial habitat for a rare salmon populaton. Hemlock injectons will be led by Donna 
Crossland or Simon Ryder-Burbidge of Nature Nova Scota, with a special presentaton 
by Clean Annapolis River Project (CARP) staf at 1:00 PM, highlightng salmon restoraton
eforts. Visitors will get to view salmon habitat enhancement eforts. 

Both events will involve measuring and drilling trees, setng up Ecoject nozzles and canisters 
for pestcide injectons, and tagging treated trees. 

Nature Nova Scota’s Hemlock Conservaton Legacy Fund focuses on conserving fsh-bearing 
rivers that rely on hemlock forests. The chosen locatons feature high-value wildlife habitats on 
private land-holdings that otherwise would go unprotected. Join us in safeguarding these 
forests and rivers for future generatons.
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Quote by Donna Crossland, VP Nature Nova Scota:  

“I’ve had a long career as a biologist with Parks Canada, fortunate to work in some of the most pristne 
forests remaining in eastern Canada.  These protected wild landscapes ofered a reassuring sense of 
permanence—knowing that at least within protected areas, the relentless exploitaton of Nova Scota's 
forests, driven by an insatable forest industry and ill-informed politcal will, would not penetrate. 
Outside these refugia, most other forests have become degraded and will take centuries to recover. I’ve 
found solace in the thought that we have preserved small fragments of healthy, intact forest ecosystems.

But that solace has been shatered. The steady onslaught of invasive species—introduced by global trade
and compounded by human actvites—has laid waste to the belief that untouched forests will remain 
unimpaired for future generatons. Vital components of Nova Scota’s forests are dying, and fast. 
Invasive pests like the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Emerald Ash Borer, and Beech Leaf-mining Weevil are 
spreading with alarming speed, causing catastrophic forest loss in these ecosystems. The losses are 
staggering, and words fall short in capturing the depth of ecological toll. Once self-regulatng systems, 
our forests now require actve interventon if we are to preserve the unique biodiversity and habitats 
they support, including the vital stream habitats for fsh that depend on these trees.

The natural world is in crisis, and we are responsible. And now, climate change is barreling down at us 
with increased speed. The importance of forests has never been greater.  Every tree is needed within this 
critcal period to sequester carbon from the thickened blanket of excess carbon dioxide gas which in 
warming Mother Earth to dangerous new levels. Hemlocks are superior at sucking up carbon dioxide 
nearly year-round in large amounts.  

In this moment, we have the power to intervene in some meaningful ways. By supportng Nature Nova 
Scota's initatve, we are not just helping to save forests, but we are also nurturing the intricate 
relatonship, from the trees to the fsh. We must act where we can, for the health of both forests and 
wildlife depends on it.

For these reasons and many others, I am proud to help launch this project with Nature Nova Scota."

Contact for More Informaton:

 Email: donnacrosslandNS@outlook.com

 Phone: 902-349-4103

 We encourage people to register at nshemlock.ca, but drop-ins are also welcome.

End of Release
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