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Said Peter Bush (bolding mine):
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assessment. That is why the department has developed a rigorous scientific Site on CPAWS report says we lag

method to measure and determine old-growth forest in the field. An in land protection nationally and
important part of the Old-growth forest policy is the clear statement that all ir}llNO"a Scotia but sees signs of
change

old-growth forest is policy protected, whether it is currently known or is « Worse than coal? Biomass not o

found in the future as a result of field assessments prior to forest harvesting. green, scientists say. — Nova Sco-
tia Advocate on Natural Resources
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Remote-based technologies do not allow us to accurately identify forest age, Nova Scotia forest bioenergy

and therefore make it difficult to determine the precise amount of old- schemes are worse than coal
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Currently, our Old Forest Policy layer has restoration old forest that is either Wilderness Heritage Trust on Now

known or believed to be old-growth (but not assessed) and has old growth NS Mining Association blames
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that is not known. For example, Hemlock trail in Kejimkujik National Park is Homic woes

known old-growth forest but has not been assessed through our scientific

method. The original old-growth restoration opportunities on Crown were Archives
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chosen based on local expert knowledge of regional biologists and foresters - July 2024

as sites that were very likely to be old-growth. = June 2024
= March 2024
= February 2024

Because all of these best restoration opportunities are protected under the
= January 2024

policy, it hasn’t been necessary for the department to determine which areas « November 2023
have fully developed to the old growth stage, since the restoration forests " September 2023
develop to old growth over time. Resources have been spent on identifying ﬁ;;;?;;

any forest not under protection (legal or policy protected) that might be old = April 2023
growth. This effort supports the Review of Forestry Practices = March 2023
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Having said that, it will be important for the new policy to identify the layer

that is old-growth vs restoration. We are making the effort to visit as many . June 2000

stands as possible. We now have identified, through field-based assessments, = May 2022
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5% for OGF in Acadian Forest for NS. Until further research at the broad- " May 2017
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scale has been concluded, we have no reason (or data) to support that this
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